
 

 

Diploma in Public Service Interpreting 
 Unit 01 Role Play Topics List June 2022 

 
Candidates Prompt Notes for Unit 01 

 
We have published the prompt notes for your reference as on the day of the 
exam there will be no additional preparation time allocated for Unit 01. 
 
You are asked to interpret consecutively on one occasion and simultaneously on 
two occasions.  It is essential to interpret with accuracy, completeness and 
coherence, using appropriate vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation and  
demonstrating a professional and confident manner, including objective 
understanding of the cultures and conventions involved. 
 
At the beginning of each role play, it will be assumed that the participants have 
already been introduced to each other and the interpreter's role has been 
explained. 
 
In the process of the role play the interpreter will be expected to intervene 
appropriately if and when necessary (for example to ask for clarification or to alert 
the parties to a missed cultural inference) and to explain in both languages why they 
are doing so. 
 
For examination purposes, you must speak sufficiently loudly to allow for a clear 
recording of your interpreting. 
 
1st SCENARIO (PART A) - 20 minutes 
 

Consecutive interpreting 

Interpreting technique to be used in Part A - Consecutive (i.e. interpreting after an 

interlocutor has stopped speaking), from and into English and the Other Language. 

 
2nd SCENARIO (PART B) - 10 minutes 
 

Simultaneous interpreting 

Interpreting technique to be used in Part B - Simultaneous (i.e. interpreting whilst a 

recording is played). 

 

1st  Passage – from the Other Language into English 

 

2nd Passage – from English into the Other Language 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Please find below the role play topics for the interpreting tasks of the Diploma 
in Public Service Interpreting examinations June 2022 
 
Please note that topics for sight & written translation units (Units 02 - 05) are 
not released in advance. 
 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT PATHWAY - Tuesday 21 June 2022:  
 
1st SCENARIO (PART A): 
A landlord meets with a council housing officer to discuss House in Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) regulations. 
 
2nd SCENARIO (PART B): 
A parent is meeting a Social Worker regarding an Initial Child Protection 
Conference set up for their child. The parent is concerned about what this means, 
and the Social Worker wants to explain that the process is designed to support the 
child and the family. 

 
 
HEALTH PATHWAY - Tuesday 21 June 2022:  
 
1st SCENARIO (PART A): 
A patient’s daughter has come to talk about their mother’s hoarding disorder. The 
GP gives information about the disorder, its causes and what may help the patient. 
 
2nd SCENARIO (PART B): 
A parent is visiting a specialist to talk about their baby who was born with Down 
syndrome. The Specialist explains the potential health problems associated with 
Down syndrome. 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LAW PATHWAY Paper Alt A  - Wednesday 22 June 2022: 
 
1st SCENARIO (PART A): 
A suspect has been arrested for possession of several false ID documents found on 
their person when they were stopped and searched on the street. They are speaking 
to the duty solicitor before they are interviewed by the police. 
 
2nd SCENARIO (PART B):  
A parent is seeking a prohibited steps order to stop the other parent from leaving 
the jurisdiction with their child. After a fully contested hearing and the statement 
given by the parent, the judge gives judgement in this case. 



 

 

 
ENGLISH LAW PATHWAY Paper Alt B - Thursday 23 June 2022: 
 
1st SCENARIO (PART A): 
A landlord has come to the local law centre seeking advice on how to evict a tenant 
who is failing to pay rent. 
 
2nd SCENARIO (PART B):  
After hearing their explanation a duty solicitor provides advice to a client who has 
been arrested for the offence of theft. 
 
 

SCOTTISH LAW PATHWAY - Thursday 23 June 2022:  
 

1st SCENARIO (PART A): 

An accused is meeting with their solicitor prior to an upcoming trial before a 
Sheriff and Jury. The solicitor is giving them advice on the procedure and 
answering questions. 
 

2nd SCENARIO (PART B): 

An accused representing themselves in court has pled guilty to being in 
possession of cannabis with intent to supply and is conducting their own plea in 
mitigation. The Sheriff thereafter delivers their sentence. 

 
 


