
Prepare for your speaking test and earn 
your C1 Professional or B2 Working English 
Speaker designation

Chartered Institute of Linguists | The UK’s Royal Charter body for language 
professionals  | 



2 CIOL  |  

specialist assessment focused entirely on your real-world speaking and interaction skills in a professional 

Result What It Demonstrates

CIOL 
Professional 
English Speaker 
(Designation)

C1 Ability to communicate with ease in professional, business, or 

CIOL Working 
English Speaker 
(Designation)

B2
participate actively in meetings; communicate effectively on familiar 

Limited Working 
English Speaker 
(Grade only)

B1
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Strengths:

Areas for development:
limited at times to using more simple cohesive devices (and/or/but) to connect their statements which 

candidate pronounced words clearly and distinctly in almost all cases with sentence and word stress 
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Areas for development: The candidate pronounced some words in such a way that they were hard 

that C1 and B2 are 
while B1 is a 

This candidate presented on ‘The impact of social media on well-being’ and demonstrated clear C1 level 

Used sophisticated vocabulary throughout: ‘vulnerable people’, ‘statutory bodies’, ‘harassment’, 

Strengths: 
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Strengths:

Strengths:

Range & Accuracy:

 Interaction & Coherence:

CIOL awards two professional designations (C1 
 

 
your  

•
•
•
•



CIOL  |  

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

• Use a computer, laptop, tablet, or smartphone with a working camera
•
•
•
•
•

• Speak clearly and at a natural pace
•
• Take a moment to think before answering
• Be yourself: the test assesses your natural communication ability
• Use your two minutes of preparation time effectively

 I can start, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on topics that are familiar, of personal   
interest or related to everyday work
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 I can communicate effectively on a range of familiar and more abstract topics

 I can participate actively in meetings and discussions, conveying my intended message

 I can maintain a consistent pace of speech without long pauses

 I can present arguments and counter-arguments on topics I know well

 I can communicate with ease in professional, business or academic settings

 If most of your ticks are in the C1 section, you are likely ready for 
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