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Unit 02: Business and Commercial Translation Skills (J/650/2412) 

Instructions to candidate: 

Time allowed – 3 hours  

CONTEXT: The following text discusses why many small companies in the UK are 
not recycling enough, and the potential benefits recycling can bring to businesses  
Translate into your target language for readers interested in the topic. 

TEXT FOR TRANSLATION STARTS HERE: 

Recent surveys show that scarcely half of UK small businesses choose to recycle, 
compared with 90% of the general population, who do so on a regular basis. With so 
much emphasis on sustainability and the importance of the circular economy, these 
figures are seen as disappointing by many government ministers, business leaders 
and environmental organisations. 

As might be expected, cost is a major factor when it comes to these companies 
choosing not to recycle. Businesses with restrictive budgets often find that recycling 
and sustainability are not at the top of their list of priorities. Sorting and processing 
materials can be a time-consuming, costly process, which often involves outsourcing 
to professional recycling companies. However, according to government figures, if all 
small businesses recycled effectively, they would become the largest contributor to 
recycling in the UK and their efforts would have a huge impact on the environment. 

Another consideration for small businesses is quality, with concerns that consumers 
may see recycled products as inferior, or less robust. Some companies worry that in a 
cut-throat market, this could put them at a competitive disadvantage.  

However, there is a whole host of significant benefits which recycling can bring to small 
companies. Using recycled products can actually be cheaper in the long run, and with 
less landfill required to dispose of waste, this also brings cost benefits.  

In these environmentally aware times, demonstrating a responsible attitude can be 
crucial for brand image, giving a competitive edge against less sustainable 
competitors. Indeed, it can even become a company’s Unique Selling Point. 

Experts in sustainability point out that the government has a key role to play in 
encouraging positive recycling habits, whether by providing financial incentives or by 
giving awards for good practice. With global warming at the forefront of political 
agendas, any boost to recycling and sustainability is surely in the interests of everyone. 

TEXT FOR TRANSLATION ENDS HERE 
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