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Unit 03: Government and Public Service Translation Skills 
(K/650/2413) 

Instructions to candidate: 

Time allowed – 3 hours  

CONTEXT: The following text is about the Winter Fuel Payment for pensioners in 
the UK, and recent changes to the system. Translate into your target language for 
readers interested in the topic. 

TEXT FOR TRANSLATION STARTS HERE:  

The Winter Fuel Payment has been available to pensioners in the UK since 1997, when 
it was introduced as a universal benefit, regardless of income or wealth. The allowance 
is a means of helping older and more vulnerable members of society with soaring 
energy costs during the coldest months of the year. 

However, government changes to the rules which  came into force in 2024 mean that 
the allowance is no longer a universal benefit and is instead means tested. Therefore, 
only pensioners who are on low incomes or who receive other financial support, such 
as pension credit, receive  the extra cash boost. This shift in policy means that over 
ten million pensioners have seen an end to their cold weather bonus.  

While these changes mainly affect England and Wales, governments in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland are also drawing up new policies around their pensioners’ winter 
benefits. Some of which will come into force from 2025. 

The introduction of this cost-cutting policy has drawn criticism from MPs and charities 
across the country, with many concerned that withdrawing the support has put a huge 
number of pensioners at risk over the winter months. A surge in the cost of living has 
led to difficulties in paying bills and keeping homes warm, and many older citizens have 
had to tighten their belts by turning the heating down. However, keeping warm is key 
to keeping healthy as we get older, and many pensioners claim that if they hadn’t 
received the benefit over recent years, they would have struggled to do so. 

The government has spoken of the need to make difficult decisions regarding public 
spending and argues that the cuts will not affect vulnerable pensioners. On the 
contrary, they maintain that changes to the system will instead provide funds to protect 
those who are in genuine need. 

TEXT FOR TRANSLATION ENDS HERE 
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