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The Common European Framework of 
Reference - CEFR 

• The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, 
assessment (CEFR) was designed to provide a transparent, coherent and comprehensive 
basis for the elaboration of language syllabuses and curriculum guidelines, the design of 
teaching and learning materials, and the assessment of foreign language proficiency.

• The CEFR is widely used in teacher education, the reform of foreign language curricula, the 
development of teaching materials and for the comparability of qualifications.

• CEFR was created by the Council of Europe as the main part of the project "Language 
Learning for European Citizenship" between 1989 and 1996. In November 2001, a European 
Union Resolution recommended using the CEFR to set up national systems of validation of 
language ability. The six reference levels (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2) are widely accepted as the 
European standard for grading an individual's language proficiency.

• CEFR is not just about language and education it is also a European cultural and citizenship
project



CEFR Levels

https://rm.coe.int/common-
european-framework-of-reference-
for-languages-learning-
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A more simplified view…



CEFR - Written Production 

https://rm.coe.int/common-european-framework-of-reference-for-languages-learning-teaching/16809ea0d4


CEFR – Refreshed 2020 Resources

CEFR Companion volume 2020

• CEFR Descriptors (Searchable)
• The CEFR Global Scale and official translations
• Self-assessment grids
• Communicative language activities and 

strategies
• Plurilingual and pluricultural competence
• Communicative language competences
• Signing competences

https://rm.coe.int/common-european-framework-of-reference-for-languages-learning-teaching/16809ea0d4
https://rm.coe.int/common-european-framework-of-reference-for-languages-learning-teaching/16809ea0d4
http://rm.coe.int/cefr-descriptors-2020-/16809ed2c7
https://www.coe.int/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-1-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-global-scale
https://www.coe.int/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-2-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-self-assessment-grid
https://rm.coe.int/chapter-3-communicative-language-activities-and-strategies/1680a084b4
https://rm.coe.int/chapter-3-communicative-language-activities-and-strategies/1680a084b4
https://rm.coe.int/chapter-4-plurilingual-and-pluricultural-competence/1680a084b5
https://rm.coe.int/chapter-5-communicative-language-competences/1680a084c3
https://rm.coe.int/chapter-6-signing-competences/1680a084c4


ILR/STANAG 6001/UN

ILR

NATO

UN

https://govtilr.org/
https://www.natobilc.org/en/products/stanag-60011142_stanag-6001/
https://hr.un.org/sites/hr.un.org/files/UNLF_UNLevelsCoreCurric_EN_0.pdf


ILR
ILR Levels CEFR

0 (No Proficiency)
A1

0+ (Memorized Proficiency)

1 (Elementary Proficiency)
A2

1+ (Elementary Proficiency, Plus)

2 (Limited Working Proficiency)
B1

2+ (Limited Working Proficiency, Plus)

3 (General Professional Proficiency)
B2/C1

3+ (General Professional Proficiency, Plus)

4 (Advanced Professional Proficiency)
C1/C2

4+ (Advanced Professional Proficiency, Plus)

5 (Functionally Native Proficiency) C2+



Some ILR Features

• Subdivides the skills of Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing and 
gives candidates/test takers a score 
on each out of five i.e. 333+4 

• Has translation and interpreter
specific descriptors

• Is well established and mirrored by 
other systems (NATO/UN) 

• Has associations with US Federal
Agencies and Military and is not so 
widely recognised in UK/EU 
education contexts as CEFR

https://govtilr.org/Skills/AdoptedILRTranslationGuidelines.htm#l3


NATO STANAG 6001

https://www.natobilc.org/documents/TrainingResources/STANAG%206001%20Overview%20Feb%202019.pdf
https://www.natobilc.org/files/STANAG%20for%20Non-Specialists_Modified_June2013%20doc%20(3).pdf


United Nations

• Similar to ILR. 

• Draws on the work of governmental 
institutions, in particular the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages, the Center for Canadian 
Benchmarks and the Council of 
Europe/CEFR.

• For United Nations purposes – does 
not seek/claim to be for any wider use.

• Useful comparator from a neutral but 
widely respected international 
organisation..

https://hr.un.org/sites/hr.un.org/files/UNLF_UNLevelsCoreCurric_EN_0.pdf


CSE - China's Standards of English 
Language Ability

• The past decade has seen a growing interest in China in mapping test scores to 
language proficiency levels of different frameworks, such as the CEFR and China's
Standards of English Language Ability (CSE). 

• Test scores are often used within an educational or social context and have
consequences for both individuals and institutions. Therefore, contextual issues should 
be carefully considered when interpreting test scores in relation to external proficiency 
levels. This is also true of comparisons between ILR/STANAG 6001 and CEFR

• The CSE adopts a ‘use-oriented’ approach to the description of language ability, 
cultivating the learners' ability to use the language in the real world rather than learning 
the language as a static body of knowledge.



CSE mapping to CEFR 

CSE 8 is aligned with upper CEFR Level C1 and the lower CEFR Level C2.

CSE 7 is aligned with upper CEFR Level B2 and lower CEFR Level C1.

CSE 6 is aligned mainly with CEFR Level B2.

CSE 5 is aligned with upper CEFR Level B1 and lower CEFR Level B2.

CSE 4 is mostly aligned with CEFR Level B1.

Mapping the TOEFL iBT® Test Scores to China's Standards of English Language 
Ability: Implications for Score Interpretation and Use

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ets2.12281
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ets2.12281


In Summary
• There is some genuine complexity 

and there are important differences 
between frameworks

• But – there are also many similarities 
and read-acrosses

• There are some cultural and sectoral
(and national) biases

• International language standards and 
frameworks have more that unites
them than divides them!
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