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IoL EDUCATIONAL TRUST 
 

METROPOLITAN POLICE TEST 
 

INTERPRETING ASSESSMENT 
 

SAMPLE PAPER 
 

SET SEVENTY FOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
URDU Session:  NOVEMBER 2008 
 
 
Part Ai CONSECUTIVE INTERPRETING Time allowed:  15 minutes 
 
 
 
 
CANDIDATE'S BRIEF: 
 
You are to act as an Interpreter between a Police Officer at Ealing Police Station who only 
speaks English and a suspect who only speaks Urdu. 
 
You may take notes if you wish.   
 
You are allowed to ask for repetition, but may lose marks for doing so.   
 
In your interpretation, you should try to preserve the original tone of the dialogue as well as its 
substance.   
 
CONTEXT: 
 
The suspect has been arrested on suspicion of arson. 
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1. This is a confidential document for the use of Assessors/Interlocutors. It is not to be 

given to Candidates to read. At the end of the oral tests it must be returned to the IoL 
Educational Trust. 

 
2. Candidates are required to act as an Interpreter in the given situations for each 

scenario. The dialogue is to be read to Candidates once only, at slightly slower than 
the normal speed of impromptu speech, i.e. the same as news-reading speed. There 
should be a pause at the vertical bars (//) for Candidates to interpret. 

 
3. Please note that the text has been produced in English and Urdu. It is important to 

remember that there are often different acceptable ways of rendering the original 
English into Urdu and vice versa, and Candidates should be given credit for ingenuity 
in the correct use of vocabulary and syntax that may differ from those in the suggested 
translations here printed. 

 
4. Interlocutors are asked to study the text carefully before the Assessment ensuring that 

s/he knows which passages s/he is to read aloud. Experience has shown that, unless 
this is done, there may be danger of confusion about who is to read what during the 
actual Assessment. 

 
5. Vertical bars (//), indicating pauses for interpretation, have been inserted in the texts. 

Please pause at these points. Assessors are to note that there may be some 
irregularity with regard to the length of the individual phrases which are to be 
interpreted by the Candidate. This is to ensure that there will be no distortion of 
meaning. Assessors are asked to use their discretion if they believe the pauses have 
been placed at such intervals in the complete English version, that this would lead to 
distortion/miscomprehension of the text once translated into Urdu. Under these 
circumstances, Assessors may edit the passage accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Turn over 
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LSL.MPS.11-08.URD.Ai. cont. 
 
"In this Consecutive Interpreting Test you are asked to act as an Interpreter between a suspect 
who only speaks Urdu and a Police Officer at Ealing Police Station who only speaks English. 
 
You may take notes if you wish. You are allowed to ask for repetition, but may lose marks for 
doing so. In your interpretation, you should try to preserve the original tone of the dialogue as 
well as its substance. You have 15 minutes to complete this task." 
 
A = English-speaking Police Officer 
B = Urdu-speaking Suspect 
 
 
A: This interview is being tape-recorded. // I am PC King and the other officer present is 

PC Jackson. // We are in the interview room at Ealing Police Station. // The date is 27 
November 2008 and the time is 7:25pm. // At the conclusion of this interview, I will give 
you a notice explaining what will happen to the tapes. // 

 

B  // 

 
A: I must remind you that you are under caution, and as such, you do not have to say 

anything, // but it may harm your defence if you fail to mention when questioned, 
something which you later rely on in court. // Anything you do say may be given in 
evidence. // Do you understand? // 

 

B  // 

 
A:  Can you please state your full name and date of birth? // 
 

B  /141973 

 
A: I understand that you do not wish to have a solicitor present during this interview. // Is 

that correct? // 
 

B  // 

 
A: I am obliged to advise you that we can find legal representation for you. // Should you 

change your mind, // this interview will be suspended until a solicitor arrives. // Do you 
understand? // 

 

B  // 

 
A: You have been arrested on suspicion of arson. // 
 

B  // 

 
A: Can you please tell me your full address? // 
 

B 17W13 4TG // 

 
      -2-     Turn over 
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LSL.MPS.11-08.URD.Ai.cont. 
 
 
A: That house burnt down on 20 November. // Fire investigators have been at the scene 

since. // They have discovered that the fire, which destroyed the house, was started 
deliberately. // 

 

B  // 

 
A: Even more serious, is the fact that the person you lived with at the property was very 

badly burned in the fire. // He is in hospital with life-threatening injuries. // What is your 
relationship with this man? // 

 

B  // / // 

 
A: Why did you set fire to your own house? // 
 

B  // 

 
A: We have evidence to prove that you did. // On 20 November, you went to the Shell 

garage on Ealing High Street. // You filled a red plastic container with two litres of 
petrol. // We have CCTV footage of you at the garage. // 

 

B  // / 

 
A: We also have two witnesses who describe seeing a person acting suspiciously near 

your house at 11:30pm on 20 November. // This was 15 minutes before the fire started. 
// 

B  // // 

 
A: Both witnesses describe the person they saw as 165cm tall with short red hair. // The 

person was wearing a blue tracksuit and white trainers. // They also said the person 
was holding a red plastic container. // That is obviously a description of you. // Now, do 
you want to tell me the truth? // 

  

B  / // // 

 
A: Why? // 
 

B  / / //

 / // 

 
A:  How did you start the fire? // 
 

B  / // / //

 // // 

 
 

          Turn over 
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LSL.MPS.11-08.URD.Ai.cont. 
 
 
A: Where was your tenant at this time? // 
 

B  // // //

 / // /

 // / // 

 
A: We havenôt been able to speak to your tenant yet. // He is very unwell and is unable to 

communicate with anyone. // Tell me how you started the fire. // 
 

B  //

 // // / / // 

 
A: Where did you go? // 
 

B  / // 

 

A: Wasnôt she suspicious when you turned up so late at night? // 
 

B  // / / //

 // // 

 
A: Well, you have admitted to a very serious crime indeed. // Not only you have 

committed arson you have also endangered the life of another person. // You could be 
sentenced under the Criminal Damage Act 1971 and you may face a long jail 
sentence. // 

 

B  // / // // 

 
A: Yes, I think that would be a good idea. // This interview is being terminated for the time 

being. // Here is a notice that explains the entitlement to a copy of the tapes used in 
this interview. // This interview is concluded at 7:40pm on 27 November 2008. // 

 
 

END OF TEXT 
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PART Aii STATEMENT TAKING Time allowed:  30 minutes 
 
CANDIDATE'S BRIEF: 

OVERVIEW: 
 
The Urdu speaker will read to you his/her statement. Interpret the statement to the English 
Language-speaker and make a written transcript of the statement in Urdu. Do not write in 
English at this time. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

 As the Urdu speaker is reading out the statement, he/she will pause at set intervals to 
allow you to take notes and to give the oral interpretation into English.  

 

 You may make notes in Urdu at any time, but the final statement must be written on 
the Statement Form which will be provided. Ensure that you complete ALL the 
information requested at the top of the Statement Form, which includes: 

 
Name of Suspect Date of Birth 
Address  Age 
Telephone number Occupation 

 

 After the statement has been read out and interpreted you may use the remaining 
time to make a final copy of the statement in Urdu.   

 

 You may then read your version of the statement back to the Urdu speaker who will 
confirm whether your statement is accurate. If the Urdu speaker hears an error they 
will inform you of the correct information. The Urdu speaker will not provide information 
which has not been included. 

 

 Once the statement has been read out and interpreted, you must not request the text 
to be read again. 

 

 Note that you will later, as part of the written assessment, be required to translate this 
document into English and that both this document in Urdu and the English 
translation will be marked. 

 
DO NOT WRITE THE STATEMENT IN ENGLISH AT THIS TIME. 
 
CONTEXT: 

 
The statement is that of the suspect interpreted for in Part A. The suspect has been arrested 
on suspicion of arson. 




